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21 principles for 
community 
sustainability
When we think about Dangar Island and its immediate surrounds - what do
we all treasure? What would we all not want to lose for future generations or
ourselves? At its last committee meeting, the League agreed to explore the
possibility of setting up a new sub-committee. The idea is to identify and
document our common ground about the environmental, social and economic
wellbeing of the Island and to use this information to make decisions that
affect the future of the Island. 

At a recent preliminary meeting a few island residents who are interested in
participating in the sub-committee discussed the concept and agreed that
LA21 could prove a useful framework. LA 21 is a list of 21 principles that seeks
to integrate environmental, social and economic interests for a community.
Developed at the 1990 United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development in Rio De Janeiro, the principles are presented in a "universal"
form, as they can be applied to every country in the world - a shared starting
point for local communities to come up with a local charter, specific to their
local assets and needs.

The sub-committee would be an advisory body and would not represent any
individual or interest group. It would
be made up of residents who not only
have experience in environmental,
social and economic matters as they
apply to the island and its surrounds,
but who also understand how these
three elements work together rather
than against each other to create a
sustainable future for our community. 

The sub-committee, being locally
focussed, would provide advice to the
League, and a strong link to Hornsby
Council's LA21 committee where
issues of mutual interest arise. At the
preliminary meeting issues such as
renewable energy, tourism, holiday
rentals and bed and breakfasts, social
events and facilities, young peoples'
interests, transport for the frail and
aged, commercial developments,
moorings, boat pump-outs, the wharf,
jet skis, riverine reclamation, tree
lopping, sewage and stormwater
management, fire management, recre-
ational water quality and domestic
animals were raised as being relevant
to the LA21 charter. Early par-
ticipants in this group include Michael
Dean, Libby and Daylan Cameron,
Susan Goff, Wendy McMurdo and
Jenny Shanley. The group is open to
anyone who considers that they have
something to contribute to the
Island's common ground. 

We will be presenting at the next
League meeting, where we will outline
the 21 principles and invite comment
from the floor. If we are supported to
continue, our next step is to hold a
community workshop where everyone
is invited to help formulate the
charter. 

Thanks to all those who made the first
meeting possible. 

Susie, Daylan, Michael

Island Community
Centenary of 
Federation Project
The Island's historical records are an important and valuable resource.
However, the DIHS's photographic collection consists mainly of early 1900s
images and very little of how the Island has changed over the years.  

In this Australia's Centenary of Federation year, the Society would like to
gather together a photographic record of the Island as at the end of 2001. To
this end we invite the Island Community to submit a photograph of what your
house/boatshed/block of land etc., looks like now and hopefully sometime
next year we can have a "then and now" exhibition. You can:

1. Leave your photograph/s, addressed to the DIHS, at the General Store
before the end of December. Don't forget to put your street address on the
back.

2. If you are unable to submit a photograph the Society can do this for you,
although obviously we'd prefer to keep costs down.  

3. If you don't want a photograph taken on your behalf, could you please phone
Joanne Cameron on 7141 before the end of November. 

Barbara Zydenbos

MEMBERSHIP
Want to know more about Dangar Island's fascinating history?   Annual
membership to the DIHS is open to everyone - $5 per family or $3 per
individual.  Payment, together with your details, can be left at the General
Store addressed to the DIHS.  Membership fees, donations, and proceeds from
the sale of the Historical Guide to Dangar Island, all help to conserve the
Island's historical records.

heard of these
ferocious little

beasties???
Originally from South America,
Solenopsis Invicta [the invincible] was
identified in the suburbs of Brisbane
in February this year.

Fire ants sting like mad, causing
severe allergic reactions in 1 of every
100 victims bitten. They can be
confused with the common brown
ant, but are much more aggressive
and attack in swarms.

Extremely prolific and long-living,
they have been spreading throughout
Florida and Texas, in the US, over the
past decade, and residents there
report that they can no longer enjoy

T
his newsletter is produced
under the auspices of the
D a n g a r  I s l a n d League
in order to inform the
community of the issues in

which the League are involved on behalf
of the community. The Dangar Island
League represents the community to
Council and other Government bodies,
whose decision-making processes affect
the quality of life of our community.
Resident groups such as the League give
structure for these bodies to respond to;
ARE listened to, and often give more
weight to an issue, than individual
contribution. Residents with a
community issue that they wish to take
action on, can approach the committee
with view to form a sub-committee for
that reason. Meetings are held in the
community hall on a regular basis.

Current positions are held by the
following residents:

PRESIDENT: Cath Phillips

Vice President: Hendrikus van Hasselt
Secretary: Leyla Moncelet
Treasurer: Manfred Merle

Committee: a Dorrough
Mario Castiglioni
Liz Trevena
Suzie Goff
Leyla Moncelet
Jenny Rowe

Pedestrian 
precinct 
sub-committee: Ana Pollak

Jenny Shanley

Newsletter: Jenny & Heather D

Contributions to the Mullet
Mail are very welcome and can
be left at the shop post office
facility. If possible, please
include digital word or text
document on floppy disk.
Alternatively, email to
jshanley@ozemail.com.au. All
contributions will be
considered and published
depending on available space.

FIRE ANTS ALERT

5mm
outside leisure activities. In Brisbane
the situation is similar in some areas.

They are attracted to electrical
equipment and can cause short
circuits and even fires.

All round bad news, there has been a
report of a fire ant colony  on Dangar
Island [now hopefully eradicated]
from a local resident who found some
in a palm tree pot he had purchased
from Queensland.

So Dangar residents, be extremely
careful about importing soil and
plants and check vigilantly if doing
so, as once established these nasty
critters could make our lives a lot less
pleasant.

NSW Department of Agriculture says
that if you think you have seen a fire
ant habitat, do not disturb the nest.
Immediately call the NSW Agriculture
hotline on 1800 888 251. 

editor, jenny s.
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